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Anne Keith wanted to
teach as long as she can
remember. As a little girl
growing up in Helena,
she practiced teaching
stuffed animals and dolls
in a make-believe school-
room in her family’s
basement.

As high school vale-
dictorian, though, adults
told Keith she was “too
smart” to be a teacher. So
she pursued an economics
degree and went to work
for GE Capital instead.

“But as I sat at a
computer figuring out
how much money this
conglomerate was mak-
ing,” she says, “I remem-
bered my dream. It
continued to call me.”

Fortunately for Montana’s kids, Keith answered the call. She started
attending night school—while working full time—to earn her teaching
certificate, and never looked back.

The career switch left her with a paycheck less than half the size of what
she made at GE Capital. “But I always said I’m not
doing it for the money,” she says.

Today, Keith teaches 8th grade math, algebra, and
communication arts at Chief Joseph Middle School
in Bozeman. Keith teaches kids to enjoy math. She
has been a driving force in setting high standards in
Bozeman and elsewhere. She gives every student the
confidence to achieve these standards, and she helps
thousands of other math teachers nationwide do the
same. Her accomplishments have won her many
awards and accolades. This fall, Keith added another

Rewarding & inspiring
great teaching in Montana,
with your help

Research makes it clear: the key
factor in any child’s education is the
quality of the child’s teachers.

It matters more than the child’s
family income or the education
level of the child’s parents.

That’s why the Montana Profes-
sional Teaching Foundation exists:
to reward, inspire, and support
quality teaching in Montana.

Thanks to our many supporters
and donors, the Foundation has
had another successful year. It is
exciting to watch our programs
grow in their scope, reaching out to
more and more teachers, affecting
more and more Montana school
children.

We could not do it without your
help. Many thanks to all our
supporters! And happy holidays.

Eric Feaver, Chair
Montana Professional
Teaching Foundation
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(Continued on page 2)

‘Smart enough to teach’
Anne Keith named 2010 Montana Teacher of the Year

MONTANA

PROFESSIONAL

TEACHING

FOUNDATION

1232 E 6th Ave
Helena, MT 59601
406.447.1479
Eric Feaver, Chair
Banner photos:
Nathan Ham/NEA

Anne Keith gets students revved up about math.

The Montana
Professional Teaching
Foundation is proud
to sponsor the
Montana Teacher of
the Year program,
one of our flagship
programs for
rewarding and
inspiring great
teaching.

MONTANA PROFESSIONAL TEACHING FOUNDATIONMONTANA PROFESSIONAL TEACHING FOUNDATION



Montana Professional
Teaching Foundation
Board of Directors
Chair: Eric Feaver
(President, MEA-MFT)
Vice Chair: Dave Severson
(Vice President, MEA-MFT)
Denise Juneau
(Superintendent of Public Instruction)
Anne Keith
(2010 Montana Teacher of the Year)
Joslyn Davidson
(Classroom Teacher, Helena)
Sandy Denesen
(Retired Teacher, Livingston)
Darrell Rud (Executive Director,
School Administrators of Montana)
Lance Melton (Executive Director,
Montana School Boards Association)
Dave Gibson (Montana business leader)
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Teacher of the Year (from p. 1)

2

award to the list when she was named Montana Teacher of the Year
for 2010.

Sponsored by the Montana Professional Teaching Foundation,
the Teacher of the Year program annually recognizes a teacher who
exemplifies the very best in the profession.

Keith says she works to create a can-do attitude in each student,
so they leave the school year “realizing they can and do understand
math and that it can be enjoyable.”

Inspiring others. As Teacher of the Year, Keith will represent
Montana in the 2010 National Teacher of the Year event and serve
as a spokesperson for the teaching profession.

“I know there are hundreds of other teachers in our state just as
worthy,” she says. “I would like to tell their stories.” Keith also plans
to visit college math, science, and engineering classrooms “to spread
the message that teaching is a noble profession – every bit as chal-
lenging as working in the business world.”

Keith’s father, Tom Dowling, had this to say about her selection
as Teacher of the Year: “[It] only confirmed what I knew. You are
smart enough to be a teacher.” You can read more about Anne
Keith, her teaching style and philosophy of teaching at www.mea-
mft.org/toy10.html.

Outside the classroom. Keith is active in her church, officiates at
swim meets across the state, and volunteers at other sports events.
She and her husband have two daughters.

Finalists. Finalists in the 2010 Montana Teacher of the Year
event are Carol Pleninger, a science teacher at Havre High School,
and Jim Thompson, an English and social studies teacher at Bozeman
High School.  All three finalists were honored at a gala celebration
October 15 in Billings.

Congratulations to these outstanding Montana teachers!

Teacher of the Year finalists, from left: Jim Thompson, Anne Keith, Carol
Pleninger, were honored at a gala celebration Oct. 15 in Billings.

Silent auction nets $2,500
for Foundation’s programs

The Montana Professional Teaching
Foundation held its annual silent auction
October 15, 2009, in Billings. The auction
benefits the Foundation’s Karen Cox Memorial
Grant Program (see page 3) and The Montana
Learning Center.

Jingle bells. Every year, the auction offers
a great opportunity to do some early
Christmas shopping while supporting the
Foundation and The Montana Learning
Center! Mark your calendar for next year’s
auction: October 21, 2010 in Helena. The
auction takes place in conjunction with the
MEA-MFT Educators’ Conference.

Happy Holidays!



Our mission
The Montana Professional Teaching

Foundation (MPTF) was created by MEA-
MFT in 1996 to promote excellence in
teaching and learning in Montana. We
do this through the following programs:

1. Montana Teacher of the Year
2. National Board Certification

scholarships and assistance
3. Montana Educator Forum
4. Karen Cox Memorial Grant

Program (classroom supply grants for
teachers)

5. Presidential Awards for Excellence
in Mathematics & Science Teaching

We continually expand our programs
to improve teaching and learning in the
Big Sky state. The Foundation is a
501(c)(3) organization; donations are tax
deductible.
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You can help!
There are many ways to support the

Montana Professional Teaching
Foundation’s mission.

1. Use your Albertson’s card.  The
Montana Professional Teaching
Foundation participates in the
Albertson’s grocery stores Community
Partners program.

When you sign up your Albertson’s
card, MPTF earns up to 4 percent of
your Preferred Savings Card eligible
purchases.

You can e-mail your card number to
Cathy Warner (cwarner@mea-
mft.org) or register online at
www.albertsons.com (click on “In the
Community” and then the “Community
Partners” logo). 

2. Recycle your cell phone. You
can help the environment and the
Foundation by donating your inactive
cell phones to the Montana
Professional Teaching Foundation. Send
them to Cathy Warner or drop them off
at Foundation headquarters, 1232 E
6th Ave, Helena, MT 59601.

3. Make a donation. You’ll find a
cut-out donation form on page 6.
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Billings teacher Karen Cox, one of Montana’s great educators, lost her
life doing what she loved: working to improve public education. The
Montana Professional Teaching  Foundation created the Karen Cox

Memorial Grant Awards in her honor. The grant
program is not intended to replace school fund-
ing. Rather, it is meant to assist educators who
selflessly reach into their own pockets to pay for
classroom supplies. Recipients of the 2009 Karen
Cox awards are listed below:

Patty Muir, Laurel Middle School, Laurel.
Muir will use her $500 grant to equip each grade
level (5-8) with a Flip camcorder in order to
record projects, plays, presentations, and more to
share with parents and community.

“So often parents and community only see
the finished project such as the final diorama, a
poster, an animal habitat, but are unable to see

the process that evolved to get to the end,” Muir says.
“The process is sometimes more important than the end result, as it

may involve group work, research, interviews, and other higher level
thinking skills.” The easy-to-use $130 camcorders will allow students to
record events and share them via open houses, parent-teacher confer-
ences, and the school web site.

Emily Palmer, Elysian School, Billings. At this small k-8 school, half
of the students qualify as low-income and 22 percent are ethnic minority.
“While we are proud of the high quality education we provide, we need
to more effectively meet the different needs of our students,” says Palmer.
Her $500 grant will allow Palmer to buy the software Inspiration, a re-
search-based application that helps students plan and organize thoughts
for verbal and written projects, research and evaluate ideas in all subject
areas, comprehend and communicate ideas verbally and in writing, and
increase technology skills.

Rebecca King, 1st grade teacher, Broadwater Elementary, Billings.
To help with her goal of making math lessons more interactive and
hands-on, King will use her $300 grant to buy materials including
MathStart books and teaching guides; math activity reference books; and
manipulatives such as plastic coins, pattern blocks, and connecting rods.

Ross Darner, 5th-8th grade teacher, Evergreen School, Kalispell.
Darner’s $500 grant will help pay for staffing, healthy snacks, and field
trips for the school’s Evergreen Fitness Team, an after-school and summer
program. Fitness Team provides students with a health risk evaluation
and a personal workout and nutrition program designed to fit their
specific needs. “This program receives no funds from the school district,”
says Darner. “All funds are raised via grants, pizza card sales, car washes,
and a school carnival.” Due to the high percentage of poverty in the
school district, students participate for free.

Geoffrey Habel, 9th-12th grade teacher, Great Falls High School.
Great Falls High uses an engaging, fun, project-based learning program
called “WarFair” that includes about 600 English, math, science, history,

2009 Karen Cox Memorial Grant Awards

The late Karen Cox

(Continued on page 5)
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NATIONAL BOARD
CERTIFICATION
Joan Brown
Catherine Caracciolo
Kathleen Devlin
Steven Eckels
Kelly Elder
Tiffany Hall
Shannon Matthies
Susan Stajcar Kenison
Theresa Waite
Leanna Yenny

MONTANA
TEACHER
of the YEAR
Anne Keith (2010)
Sally Broughton (2009)

LEGACY CLUB
Ellen & Eric Feaver
Great Falls Educ. Assoc.
MEA-MFT

SAINT
($1,000 or more)
American Fed. of
Teachers

Blue Cross Blue Shield
of MT

Ellen & Eric Feaver
Great Falls Educ. Assoc.
MEA-MFT
MT State AFL-CIO
MT Unified School
Trust (MUST)

National Educ. Assoc.

PATRON ($500-$999)
Billings Educ. Assoc.
Bozeman Educ. Assoc.
California Casualty
Diane Elliott
Edna & Jerry Jones
Peggy & Ron Kimmet
Mont. School Boards
Assoc.

NEA Members Auto &
Home Insurance

Bob Stansberry
Strategies 360
WTR Consulting
Engineers

MONTANA PROFESSIONAL TEACHING FOUNDATION
2008-2009 REASONS FOR OUR SUCCESS

SUPPORTER ($100
$499)
Daniel Adcock
Albertson’s Commu-
nity Partners

Anderson ZurMuehlen
& Co.

Mona Bilden
Steve Bullock
Tom Burgess
Elizabeth & Erik Burke
Gary Carmichael
Joe Cline
Cecil B. Crawford
Crowley Fleck PLLP
Employee Benefit
Resources

Karl Englund
Julie & Marco Ferro
Lydia & John Fleming
Harlem Educ. Assoc.
Harvest Cleaning
Service

Helena Educ. Assoc.
Douglas Heyer
Shaunda Hildebrand
Linda Horst
John Hughes
Hughes, Kellner,
Sullivan & Alke
PLLP

Denise Juneau
Junkermier, Clark,
Campanella, Stevens
PC

K&J Convention
Services

Kalispell Educ. Assoc.
Steve Kratville
Cathy Kuntz
Rick Larson
Laurel Unified Educa-
tion Assoc.

Kristine Lindquist
Luxan & Murfitt
Sean Mabey
Kathleen & Paul
Maloy

Linda McCulloch
Lauren McMullen
Merged Missoula
Classified Employees
Organization

Dallas Miller
Rebecca Fawcett
Monroe

Mountain West
Insurance

Patty Myers
Andrea & John Payne
Tammy & Joel Pilcher
Potomac Educ. Assoc.
Qwest
Karen Richem
Angel & Joe Rossman
Servicemaster
Dave Severson
Tyler Solberg
Jennifer Sonnichsen
Spieker Sprinklers
Karin & Wayne
Stanford

State Employees
Charitable Giving
Campaign

Student Assistance
Found.

Jack Sturgis
United Way of Lewis
& Clark Co.

Cathy & Matt Warner
JC Weingartner
Whitefish Educ.
Assoc.

Judie Woodhouse

FRIEND ($50-$99)
Joe & Meg Brookshier
Katie Burke
Maurice Burke
Tracy Cook
Mary Engstrom
David Erickson
Sarah Eyer
Florence Gold
Claire Griffin
Marcia Herman
Rosemary Hertel
Mike Jetty
Vince Long
Angela McLean
Kristy & David
Michael

Miles City Education
Assoc.

Terry Minow

Laura Nicholson
Doug O’Brien
Mike Raub
Tony Riehl
Dick Seitz
Jane Smith
Leonard Smith
Dorothea Susag
Richard Wojtowicz

FAN ($25-$49)
Frank Ackerman
Dale Anderson
Terry Beaver
Margaret Belisle
Lisa Bickell
Billings Classified
Employees Assoc.

Gary Branae
Darla Bruner
John Cannon
Ron Carroll
Elaine Caton
Cory Chenoweth
Jan Clinard
Carla Cobb
Maggie Copeland
Robin Cormier
Kurt Cunningham
Sharla Dowding
John Dust
Mary Sue Engel
Michele Farmer
Cathy Fischer
Jamie Garvey
Alicia Gignoux
Glenn Gordon
Keith Graham
Sue Harding
Kerri Hiatt
Shawn Hinz
Jean Howard
Lynn Kelting-Gibson
Tom Kostrba
Chad Kriskovich
Laura Law
Mary Leonard
Peggy Leverton
Wayne Mangold
Judy McMaster
John Miller
Carl Neely
Karma Nelson

(Continued on page 5)

Ke Norman
PaceButler Corp.
Trudy Patton
Suzanne Reymer
Deborah Schaffer
Lisa Scott
Peg Shea
Mandy Smoker Broaddus
Rex Sonsteng
Bonnie Speare
Janet Spracklin
Edwin Stickney
Patrick Sullivan
Dennis Swibold
Carrie & Mike Thiel
Donald Tunstall
Robin Walker
Kim Warrick
Debbie Willis
Linda Zupan

OTHERS ($1-$24)
Laura Lee Aimi
Bill Ancell
Carol Annin
Margaret Aukshun
Sue Bach
Janice Bishop
Mary Boschert-Brannin
Broadview Educ.Assoc.
Sally Broughton
David William Carlson
Karla Clark
Kimberly Collins
Maureen Kay Daley
Lyra Davis
Trudi Downer
Maureen Driscoll
Douglas Ferkin
Kathy Firman
LouAnne Foley
Kimberley Girard
Shirley Greene
Richard Hannula
Jeanne Harsha
Bill Hartford
Darryl Helmer
Theresa Helus
Richard Hildner
Amy Holtz
David James
Jack Johnson
Marcia Johnson
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Audrene Kunda
Anthony Lapke
Amy Leffler
Trish Loken
Mary “Pat” Lowthian
Gene Marcille
Brenda Martin
Sandy McGennis
Brian McNelly
Mary Meyer
Pam Pickering
Janet Potts
Tina Powers
Marilynn Richter
Kathleen Sather
Sally Behr Schendel
Richard Schipporeit
Renee Schoening
Elaine Schoyen
Nancy Scott
Wayne Seitz
Thomas Spencer
Alexandra Startin
Susan Steffens
Sara Stenberg
Sheryl Stout
Deborah Todd

Linda Tutvedt
Judy Vincent
Bob Vogel
Tom Waldorf
Susan Wallace
Stephanie Wasta
Joseph Yanzick
LeAnne Yenny

IN KIND GIFTS
AARP MT
Glenn Allinger
Theresa Anderson
Assoc. of Gifted &
Talented Education

Barnes & Noble
JoDell Beeler
Shannon Beld
Best Western Great
Northern Hotel

Black Box
Bound to Stay Bound
Books

Terry Boyer
Lori Chapman
Phil Cox
Susan Daly

Delta Educ.
Sandy Denesen
Design to Print
Dodson School Indian
Club

Deana Elder
Pam Fletcher
Gisele Forrest
Valerie Forrest
Roberta Fuller
Dianne Hutton
Vicki Olson Johnson
Mary Ann & Richard
Jones

Peggy & Ron Kimmet
Tanya Kirschman
Jan Kransky
Mary Larsen
Jennie Leubeck
Deb Mitchell
MT Council of
Teachers of Math-
ematics

MT Indian Education
Assoc.

MT Learning Center
MSHWP

Joel Ericksen
Scott Firman
John Forkan, Sr.
Marylyn Howard
Patricia Keith
John Kosich
Evelyn M. No Runner
Annette Pedersen
Amy Elizabeth Porte
Carson Stokes
Jerry Whitmer
Cathy Wihlborg

MT Unified School
Trust (MUST)

Nancy’s Frame Cottage
Perfection Learning
Corp.

Sue Peterson
Red Lion Colonial
Hotel

Nicole Redmond
Ellen Rose
Texas Educational
Paperbacks

Texas Instruments
Verizon Wireless
Walden University
Virginia Waples
Wells Fargo Bank NA
Deb Wickum
The Yellow Bus
Youth Dynamics

IN MEMORY OF
Valerie Glynn
Brinkman

Charlene
Christopherson

Hazel Claypool

Thanks to all
our donors!
Including those who
wish to remain
anonymous.

To our donors: You
deserve to be properly
recognized, and we
strive for 100 percent
accuracy. If we have
made an error, please
contact the Founda-
tion at 406.447.1479
with corrections.

A perfect summer day greeted golfers at the Montana
Professional Teaching Foundation’s 6th annual golf scramble,
“Fore” Kids and Education, at Green Meadow Country Club
in Helena July 30, 2009. The event drew a record turnout
(76 golfers), netting about $14,000. Proceeds will benefit the
Foundation’s programs to promote great teaching and learn-

ing in Montana.
Many thanks to
the teams and
sponsors who
made this year’s
scramble a great
success!

The winners:
Net Division 1st

Place: “Three
Guys and a
Lady”—Michele
Farmer, Craig
Todd, Joe Shupe.

Gross Division

Golf scramblers delight in the day. From left, Larry
Nielsen, his daughter Amanda, and Tammy
Pilcher, all of Helena.

‘Fore’ Kids & Education: Lively times at MPTF Golf Scramble

Karen Cox Grants (from p. 3)

art, business, Montana history, and drama students.
“The goal is simply to engage all students in a
lesson that encompasses a variety of subject areas
and allows them to immerse themselves in a topic
that produces real-life learning and gets real life
results,” Habel says. Results show the program is
achieving this goal. Habel’s $350 grant will help
purchase art supplies.

1st Place: “Carroll Hackers”—Bob
Stansberry, Dick Franz, Patrick
Harris, Ben MacIntyre.

See you next year! Next year’s
scramble is tentatively scheduled
for July 29, 2010 in Helena. Mark
your calendar, and start recruiting
your team. If you would like to be
on the mailing list for the golf
tournament, contact Cathy
Warner at the Foundation office (406.447.1479).
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National Board Certification
National Board Certification is the highest level of profes-

sional certification a U.S. teacher can earn. When Montana
teachers undergo the certification process, they improve their own
teaching while sharing their discoveries with other teachers
around the state. Students all around Montana benefit as a result.

National Board Certification is a rigorous and costly process
that takes up to nine months, presenting a major hurdle to many
Montana teachers. The Montana Professional Teaching Founda-
tion helps remove this hurdle by providing technical assistance
and subsidy scholarships to Montana applicants.

Congratulations to the following teachers who have achieved
National Board Certification for 2009-10:
• Joan Brown, Billings: Exceptional Needs Specialist/Early
Childhood Through Young Adulthood
• Catherine Caracciolo, Belgrade: Generalist/Early Childhood
• Kathleen Devlin, Missoula: Literacy: Reading-Language Arts/
Early and Middle Childhood
• Steven Eckels, Kalispell: Music/Early Adolescence Through
Young Adulthood
• Kelly Elder, Helena: Social Studies-History/Early Adolescence
• Tiffany Hall, Billings: Literacy, Reading-Language Arts/Early
and Middle Childhood
• Shannon Matthies, Helena: Generalist/Early Childhood
• Susan Stajcar Kenison, Belgrade: Generalist/Early Childhood
• Theresa Waite, Billings: Career and Technical Education/
Early Adolescence Through Young Adulthood
• Leanne Yenny, Bozeman: Mathematics/Early Adolescence

Planned giving
As you think about special gifts for family and

friends, please remember the Montana Professional
Teaching Foundation. It’s easy to donate a planned
gift to the MPTF permanent endowment.

Montana taxpayers who make a qualifying gift
to the MPTF endowment may be able to take a 40
percent credit against their Montana income tax
liability.

Businesses can make an outright gift (as
opposed to a planned gift) and may be eligible for
a 20 percent credit on their Montana taxes.

For more information on planned gifts, call
Cathy Warner at the MPTF office (406.447.1479).

SUPPORT EXCELLENCE!
Please help the Montana Professional

Teaching Foundation enhance the quality
of teaching and learning in Montana.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of:
 $1,000 or more Saint
 $500-$999 Patron
 $100-$499 Supporter
 $50-$99 Friend
 $25-$49 Fan
Other $______

 Please send additional information about the
Montana Professional Teaching Foundation.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:        ZIP:

Phone:

E-mail:

You may choose to contribute to MPTF through
payroll deduction. If the organization you work
for participates in a charitable giving campaign
(usually in conjunction with your local annual
United Way campaign), simply designate MPTF
as your charitable organization of choice.

Please send this form
with your check, payable to:

Montana Professional Teaching Foundation
1232 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, Montana  59601

THANK YOU!

 

Printed in-house by union labor

Nominate for presidential
math & science awards

Do you know a great Montana science or math teacher,
teaching in grades 7-12, with five or more years of professional
teaching experience? Do you think this teacher should get some
special recognition? How about a $10,000 award and all-
expense-paid trip to Washington, DC?

If so, take a few minutes to nominate that person for the
2009 Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST).  The Montana Professional
Teaching Foundation administers this program in Montana.

To learn more, visit www.mea-mft.org/paemst.htm. The
deadline for nominations is April 1, 2010. Remember, whether
a teacher pursues the award or not, it is always a nice recogni-
tion to be nominated!

The nomination form should be completed early enough to
ensure that the nominated teacher is given enough time to
thoroughly prepare an application that reflects exemplary
teaching prior to the application deadline. Applications are due
by May 3, 2010.


